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lire raiui(ii3 i»i Arturo I'cncaniili. rruuicr Alcidc Ut Ca.\- 
pcriaiid Feodor Chaliapin: Orvm Welles who visited Olian 
for dinner one night and stayed for a year, and countless 
turs and producers from the cinema world whose xympa- 
Uiics are stirred because p<x»r Olian. having too much of 
his wealth (icti up in c:tsh. finds himself in an unhealthy 
financial condition. Each of these bleeding hearts is armed 
H'ilii a script guarnntccil to cure the rare ailmenL 

Like ntost gtit-rich-quick multiiiiillionaircs. Olian runs 
the gamut l>ciwceii «*vcrwhclmii»g generosity and penny* 
pinching tightness, he wished tn liberate himself 

from a friendship with .Assia Noris. a blonde movie actress 
whose rc*al ability does not come through on the screen, he 
put up $250JK>0 for a movie pniductton designed to prop 
her sagging career. He gave the money with a single enndt* 
tion~thc picture was to be shot in Egypt. 

O n anniiicr Decision he tiMik Maria Monter to lunch at 
the Cistema Restaurant, a colorful Icft*bank spot in 
Romes TrasMcvLTc l>uring the meal he pulled a scuffed 
leather change pure: of the kind used l>y Russian peasants 
from his pcKkct, opened it and pulled out a fabulous col- 
lection of diamonds valued at one milUnn dollars. .Among 
them Was the cham|iagnc-c«»lorcd Crms of the South and a 
20-carat diamond Napoleon had once given Josephine. 
Maria ccocd with delight. Site lifted tlic Napoleonic dia- 
mond. held it over hi* finger and said, tenderly, that it was 
now :n a perfen setting. During die maneuver it slipped 
from her fingers and fell to the Hoor. For half an hour die 
apologetic restaurant proprietor and his waiters searched 
feverishly for die $75,000 trinlcc Finally one of the waiters 
found it at some disunce from the table where it had evi- 
dently been kickctl. He retumctl it to Mr. Olian who 
promptly handed him an 80<ctit tip. 

Tovarisch Olian is one of the lustier liven of life an<l in 
this he ennipares favorably widi such high-livers as cx-K.ing 
Farouk, Ali Khan and Errol Flynn. Tliis is made somewhat 
easier for him by his lack of scruples. .A heart attack slowed 
him up, but only mninentavily. .A Ic.iding cardiograph spe- 
cialist, after a careful examination of the patient, gave as 
his considered opinion that >lian. if he did not immediately 
give up drinking, snmktng; and the more vigorous type of 
feminine companionship, would not sunivc the year. 
Olian took die diagnosis as a personal insult. He told a 
friend recently. **Do you know* what ! did when he told me 
that/ I W'cnt out and smoked five packs of cigarettes a day 
and drank three bottles of champagne at a silting." Despite 
thii nose-thumbing attitude. Olian does take certain pre- 
outions. Friends who S|x*nd die night with him are taught 
the facts about cardiac first aid. 

OUa^'is a garrulous extrovert who is happiest when sur- 
round^ by -pcfiplc who will listen to him s|>eak about his 
prowess as a financial manipulator, tn spite of his loquacity 
he manages keep h« real affairs secret. He doesn’t lie. 
He merely inixes up the truth. For example, should there 
be a discussion about trees, he may drop the information, 
off-ha ndediv. that he possesses a million acres of teak forest 
in India. Th** is not f.ict. Yet it is not wholly fiction because 
he possesses a million acres in mangrove and savanna, but 
they are located in the French Canicroons in Africa, not in 
India. 

.Acquainunccs listening ui his stories for the first time 
sus|>ect that he is in a class widi die show-off who wraps a 
ihousand-dollur hill around .a thick b.-tnkrall of one-dollar 
notes. One of dicse was an Amcriciin motion- piaurc pio- 
duccr. long on ideas Hut short on cash, who was hungrily 
Irxiking for a b-uker. Olian. having imbilied four Ixmles of 



wine and two of cham|>jgne at a meal at which die pro- 
ducer was present, said airily, if somewhat thickly, that he’d 
be glad to put up a ejuarter of a niitlion dollars. 'I'lte im- 
pecunious producer, having heard his host convcrsatinnalh* 
juggle utterly fantastic sums, concluded tliat the man wa> 
a phony and haughtily brushed the offer aside. Next nmm 
ing. Olian sent him a check tn cover the priKhiciion ovsts 
This didn’t surprise the producer. What did send him into 
a sute of shock u*as the fact diac the check was .1 g<MKl one. 

Olian's irreverence for truth is noticeable in his scorii*s 
about his amorous adventur- too. .At dinner one night re- 
cently he told some friends about a brief affair that he had 
with a lady I shall call Countcu Marina PirrJt. w-ife of a 
w'calthy Italian industrialist. This surfiriscd the dinner 
guests— not for the brevity of die liaivm. iK-causr a Eiwo- 
pcan Woman’s idea of n>mancc is imiuicd to be rather 
direct— but because site was young, beautiful and wealthy. 
Her white-haired host did not compare favorably in hMikv 

’’It was at the Lido in Venice last summer.** he s.iicl 
dreamily. **Unien I tried to givT her a fitting present die 
brushed it aside and. instead, gas*c i/w? a rhexk for lOff.OffO 
lire.’* 

"M^h-vt did you do with the check?** one of the gm-sis 
asked. 

"I cashed it, of aiursc." Olian replied. 

Just then another dinner pasty entered the rcsi.iur.int. 
paused at the Olian table 10 sny hello to some of the dinerx. 
One of the ncwaimcrs was a remarkably beautiful woman ^ 
about 3U. As she walked toH*ant her fable Olian leaned 
[orw'and and remarked to die man on his riglii, ’’Now there 
is a beautiful woman. Who is she?** 

**That is die Counteu Marina Pirin.” was die reply. 

The answer didn’t disturb Olian a biL "1 rmd it vrry 
difflculc to see with these gbsses.** he said calmly. 

Tlicrc IS nothing in Olian’s ap|>carancc that w'ould make 
him stand out. He has die neat, scrubbed appearance of u 
bank clerk, is of medium height and favors dark pin-stripe 
suits. He has round owlish eyes set in a pink face that turns 
purplisli when he is angry. People wlio have done business 
with him say that he automatically div**'. * alt people into 
two classes: Th<*se who neetl him and i. whom he n<nl>. 
With the former he can gel rather n»ugh. with dir laiicr 
he is servile and compliant. 

M ucli of his background is shrouded in mpter)*. lUii n 
July 27. 1897, in Riga when it w.i$ still part of Russia, 
he has described himself variously as a Lithuanian. Rou- 
manian. Latvian, and at one time or uiunlier he has had 
pass|>orts from Italy. Russia. Latvia and the League of 
Nations and a nationality sutus resulting fnim residence 
in Cennaiiy. France and Switrcrlaiid. One of the lew bits, 
of inloniialion he has conlitled to friends i.v tli.it his father 
was a high government official under C/:ir Nicholas and 
dtat when the Bolsheviks came into power in 1919 llu- 
family was forced to Dee. Yet there arc official indications 
to show that a few things .ire wrong widi this .sympathetic 
portrait of a persecuted individual, apparently kicked from 
one nation's doorstep to anodicr. 

The Inicrrmional Police Hurenus have a lomplcu- rec- 
ord un him— all. that is. except the one in (taly where a 
high member of the present govcnttiieni has lifted tlu- 
dossicr. The record contains an entry dated lf>22 show’iiig 
that he vs*as arrcstetl and impris«med in Riga for an oflenst: 
connected wiUi a small export-and-import business. On 
this charge he v\*as released in a 1.500-ruble bond. No final 
disposition of the case is given, and with the U.*i.SR in its 
present mood of international conpcuiiion. it is itni likely 
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Uiat ther* will be nne. In 1924 the managed to secure a chain of ihrec'mniuh .y, OM'ing aitcgiaiicc to neither side, 

Stans gave hixn a passport, bearing num- extensions on the expulsion order until didn't give a damn as to the eventual 

ber 1927, so that if he was “escaping” it February 21, 1955, when the order uas outcome of the conflict, 

was certainly viUi the sanaion of the mnccllcd. This is the way it worked. Say a Ccr- 

Bolshevik rulers. All this tends to show A French banker told me, “Olian w*as man had a million dollars wortit of Cen- 

that he was neither a White Russian flee- a man who took large risks, which marked eral Motors stock in a safcty-d<r{Kntt Ixix 

ing from the Uolshcv Iks nr a Red Russian him as an unusual person in the money- in a Berlin bank. These were sent on 

fleeing from the terror of Uncle Joe's changing business where brokers arc con- u> Swiuerland where Olian would enn- 

|X>Iitical police. His departure from -.nc tent with a .005 percent riimmission. vert them into casli. Or suppose a French- 

mother country appears to have been When the Soviets were having trouble man had a stock interest in a German 

hastened by a bit of unpleasantness he buying equipment from our factories be- corporation. The stock was sent to 

had with a ^rden-variciy foot patrol- cause th^- were short of foreign exchange Swiuerland and converted into cash. His 

Ilian for an infraction of the criminal they paid in notes which Olian dis- assistaiu handling the Axis lands was a 

• ode. counted for as much as 25 percent. On Russian named Cr^ire BendLre. His as- 

Tnday Olian is a nxjognucd cx|)crt as p3]>er he made an enormous proflt. but sisunt in France was another Russian, 

a dealer in foreign currency. He earned it was all worth zero if the Soviets didn't Alexander Kronstcin. Quite naturally 

his reputation the hard way. During his honor the notes. In his case the gamble the way had been smoothed by Olian in 

brief residence in HcrJiii in Uic mid- paid oil. The business <if discounting .idtance. He regarded the return of 

Twenties he became a snuil-time money dieir notes petered nut as the Soviet gov- properties to their rightful owners as no 

changer, but whether he operated out of eminent Isccame more stable. Olian took more than an act of simple justice per- 

an Office or out of a sidewalk suitcase all his money and risked it in a deal formed on a global scafe. Funeb going 

i> not known. For about fourteen months with a man named Gualtni. and alt of it fmm west to cast and from ease Co west 

he Worked in close contact with the sliar|) went dow-n the drain." passed through his hands and, with ' 

elemenu of ihU half-worid of finance, but There is one business about which meticulous honesty, he deducted the pre- 

pusc.war inflation was too lunatic even Olian is duly reticent in his conversation. arranged one-third commission for him- 

for him. In describing ilus episode to Jtt the late thirties he opened a real-estate M:lf and irabsmittcd the rest to the right- 

friends Olian adds characteristic color. office which was called the SoctVie Civile ful parties, lust how large a volume of 

“I opened a prisote bank but it failed." Mobitirre, It was a very peculiar setup busincu he slid is hidden in the notorious. 

since the business iliat it did didn’t war- spyproof number accounts he kept in 

Hu attitude toward the law is highly *'^**>* expense of its maintenance. Swiss banks. One Swur. official estimated 
individual. Where a criminal sututc Neighbors and bmkers wondped what the gro« at half a Ullion dollars, but 

ktricts hU financial operations, he will business really did gn on there, unce Ol- he circfully pointed out that the payoff 

blithely Ignore it and only sometimes do always away on long trips, and his in both Germany and France must have 

the gendarmes know or care. For exam- absence generated a good deal of suspi- been enormous. Technically. Olian 

pic, aooit alter he reached Paris, he hit during these untcitlcd days when should have had a license to do this son 

on a very prnfltablc gimmick in the Hitler u*as setting up an effident spy net- of business in Swiuerland. Less technical 

nKjOey busincas. The value of dollars. work. During the war our O.S.S. learned was Uic law which required him to pay 

niafks, franca and pounds fluctuated each was an agent aaing for enemy a tax on the business lie did. The result 

day and the changing values were sig- interests. It u not unusual to find such was that the Bureau du Compensation, 

najcd to the Parisian Bourse by tele- people working both sides of the fence. casting an eye over his visible dealings, 

graph. Because national boundaries were Unless a person takes up this hazardous levied a $1,250,000 fine against hi^ 

crossed messages took anywhere from one profession from motives of patriotism— Much of the heat chat the Swiss put ou 

to four hours to go through. Being a nobody ever accused Olian of this un- Olian in an effort to collect thu sum 

clear thinker, Olian reasonra that by set- profiuble sentiment— he is apt to be a was chilled by a high government of. 

ting up hi> Own network of radio re- iloublc or triple agent. ficial who w’as eventuaUy forced the 

ccivcn and transmitters he could get (he ' Olian'i great fortune stems directly resultant scandal to resign his position, 

information through in a matter of mtn- from World War II. It is entirely likely France w*as less chariuble. After the 
utes. With the prices on the money ex- that he would have achieved wealth >n war, following an exhaustive investiga- 

change being set by the telegraphic time of peace, also, although not as much tion, he was pbced on trial in the 

advisers, Olian would be in the position or as fast, because he recognized early Deuxieme Cktimbre CorrectionnelU of 

of a horse player who knows the result that the Horatio Alger hero who becomes tlie Paris Criminal Court, charged with 

of a race before be lays his bet. Assisted a success through hard w*ork and honesty these anivitics. He was convicted. In 

by radio operator Jacques Parent, banker is as out of place among international sentencing him to a 2-ycar term of im- 

.Alfred Coldwasser. Nicholas Freoden- finaglen as a virgin at a Polly Adler prisoinnciii, the judge said that dunng 

stein, who describes hioueU as a journal- soiree. The usual wartime succtss was one the German occupation Olian was a spe- 

ist, and Sam Dubrowitch, an old Russian who found himself with raw material that cialist in frauduleiuly transferring funds 

buddy, be got the scheme rolling and the was suddenly viul and hard to gel. or from cnany^occupied countries into 

profits poured in. There was one minor the owner of factories or communica- Fiance. Oinvictcxl with him were his 

defect in the scheme, however. It was lion lines. What makes Olian's triumph two Ruiiian assistants. Kronstcin and 

illegaL The sudden prosperity of these more remarkable is (hat he had none of Beridge. 

getiUemen brought them under suspicion these. The French banker told me, 

and pretty loon tlie gendarmes collared “When the war stanctl. Olian, left France There were oUier sources of income, 

the whole crowd with die exception of for Swiuerland with less than lO.OlK) too. During the early days of the war 

old pal Sam Dubr'^itch who took it on francs in his pocket. He succeeded with- businessmen of all nations, suddenly cut 

the lam. Before die common criminal out capital ami nm id an ofltcc no bigger from sources of raw material which, 

court of the Seine Olian was convietcti tlian his hat." were in the hands of their enemy, 

of violatitig the government radio- Like many money-making schemes his sought to circumvent wartime embargoes, 

telegraph monopoly laws and was sen- was extremely simple. The war had dosed Again Olian. working as a neutral from 

tenced to one month imprisonment and ail normal avenues of traile. It liad sud- neutral Swiuerland. was able to place 

a 5tK)-franc fine. dcniy become a treasonable act for a a large volume of orders in many coun- 

Olian bc^n his experiments in shift- Frenchman to do business with a Ccr- tries, tndudtng the United States. This 

ing nationality during h'u Paris residence. man. Those who had business 'nterests lucrative practice was not cut oS until 

Bolshevik {sassports were not regarded in Cermany or other Axis countries knew American intelligence terv'ices caught up 

with great favor in France and Olian iJiat their property would be sequestered with him and had his name placed on 

renounced his Russian diUcnship. In its and, most probably, tost to them forever. the olBdal blacklist, 

plate he secured a police residence per- The same went in reverse for the Ger* A French banker who knows Olian 

mil but (he French authorities were not mans. That's where Olian came in. He rather well told me. "He bad the repti* 

too happy aUiut tltcir new guest and on lived in Switzerland, a country that en- lation of l>eing very correct in his dcal- 

Aptil 2fi. 1926, ordered his expulsion couraged friendly financial relations with ings. Clients in my oank liad occasion to 

from France as an undesirable. Olian both sides. Olian, a man without a cuun- me his senii.es. In the early days of the' 
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u'ar ilic 3ivt.« |•l|VcTllMlc‘llt sciil 5c%cia) 
billion dollars Konh of liquid asvrts to 
(^n3d:i as :< precaution againsr ari in* 
vasinn of ihcir cnuniry by Gcmurny. The 
(;ai>3(liao Kovcriimcm licicl ihoc funds 
as iUMtultan for Uic Swiss, but put a 
(rs:c/.t: order »>n thtus fur the duration 
lilt the {ground that much uf these assets 
iKrlon^eU m enemy nationals. Olian was 
able III unfreeze mueh of these monies 
for in's usual eumuii^siim «iC S3*y^ per* 
♦ rill.*' 

Olian svas fnrtuiuac in IrciitK on ^lod 
lenns tviih Himmler and Coeriiig. A.c* 
(finlin{» to (he iiiiorinatioii {^tlicrctl by 
our O..S-S. ill Suit/erlaiicl. Gocriitg used 
Olian for many of the international 
phases ol his rniaiicial operations. For 
OrKTin^* he iipciiecJ one of ihc laniuus 
number acctiuiiu. I'liis was the system 
devised wtieii spies of all nations filled 
.Switzerland, to keep liitancial traiisac- 
itoM> secTcu Jt tientn'Ucd banks In give 
iiumiren instead of names to the people 
who had arcouim with them. The same 
atinmey. Froinlicrg. served as legal coun- 
sel for Olian and Coeftng. .\crording to 
ifur State I>q>artment after the war. when 
Coering's number came up at tlie Nureni- 
Itcrg trials, his other ttumber. in the 
Swiss (tanks, passed on to his ngctu. 

Altliough Olian's name is toully un- 
known in the United States, this being 
the first aniric to be printed about him. 
it is eiuircly likely that in the wry near 
future it will loiwparc favorably i*. fame 
with such professional mystery men as 
George Dawyiit. Basil Zaltarof and 
Armode Socrates Otiassis. far at this 
uTi'ting the military attache of several 
fricndljr govern menu, the French Surety, 
the Swiss Clr-vcrmneiii. our own Central 
|iiiclligcii-c Agency and the Congrev 
>intial investigating committee under 
Reprc^'iiuitive Kenneth Keating are 
scrutinizing his present activities with 
more than passing interest. Congressman 
Keating's major assign mem ii an attenipt 
Id pin*point fhe Tret|ucm lapses from rec- 
titude of various futiriioiiarics of the 
sprawling Dep.mment of Justice. .Specif- 
trally, he wants i»> know why ibc funds of 
\fichcl Olian. seizcti during the war by 
the .Alien Property Oustodian. bevnuse his 
name wa,\ rm the iiiavklist. were returned 
to him. Since OUau's generosity in deal- 
ing with public oiruiaU is not 'aIiIc, the 
Keating coinmiiicc wishes to know 
whciticr it was in any way n-sjumsiblc for 
the iirangciy favorable treatment nur 
own gtjvermiicnt employes h.vvc accortled 
him. 

The simple farts in the case were these. 
iMfonnaiimi g:iilierc<l by the O.S.-S. indi- 
ciit'd (hat Olian ssa$ an enemy agent. 
Piir this reason be Was placed on the nffi- 
I i.il ll.S. blacklist and it hetaiiu- a crime 
lor any citizen ol the United .States to 
trade nr totiiinuiiicatc wiih him. Treasury 
;igeiils iiiicovcrcd the fa«t that tlic Fan* 
am-iiiian Holding Cnr|>or;itioii. doing 
business in ibe Uniicd .States, was wholly 
owiieil by bill), and its assets, consisting 
of st<Kk ill Du Pont. .Standard Gas. Shell. 
Wcstinglumse tlcctric. .A.T.StT. and 
.Socony Were seized .ind iornc*d over to 
the -Alien Property C'.ustrHlian. Scvcml 
veat' after the end of the war Olian feh 
that it wnnid l>e nice to have tliese funds 



in bi> own |XHkct ugaiii. even though 
they only aimiunied to a piddling S125.* 
000. In order to get this back it was neces- 
sary (or him I" prove that he had had 
no business oansaciinns with the .Asis 
powers. He promptly swore an oath that 
he h «d '.ever liccn guilty of such heinous 
conduct and anyimc who said diKerent 
was ciihcT a jealous business rival or a 
liar. How did he happen in lie pul on 
the blacklistir I'rnisahty wartime hysteria. 
Somehow the French governmem found 
out abtiut it anil the French cmliassy in 
Washington told die .American agency 
that they had an action pending against 
Olian. Tliis action w.a$ cnncludctl on Oc- 
tober 28. HM9. when the money operator 
was convicted of dealing with .Axis 
omii tries and given a two-ye.nr prison 
sentence, fined 200.000 francs .and ordered 
to pay pecuniary damages of 16.163,930 
francs— roughly iU.OOO. Rcasnn,ible men 
Would have regarded this as documentary 
priMif (li.it Olian was not Irclng truthful 
The .\lieii |»roj>crty |xmple evidently 
either didn't know or didn't rare about 
other Olian stateiiienu in their file or 
they would have discovered. a.\ I did. that 
he was al«» careless with the truth in such 
minor matten as swearing that he was a 
Swiss national when, as a matter tif actual 
fart, he had hurriedly left Utat country 
momhs earlier liceausc of nou|vaymcnt 
of the $1,250,0041 fine: and that he was 
also being careless widi (act when he 
told dtem that he was born in a part 
nf Lithuania that w.is annexed to Ru- 
mania. when die simple truth was that 
he was and is a Russian. In .<pite of this, 
on December I, MH9. barely one month 
after bis am victinn in France, the funds 
were unblfKkcd and returned to him. 

I checked with the gentleman respon- 
sible for dtis strange decision, one Paul 
Cewirfz. I told hint that Tatri: was run- 
ning nn article alniut Mr, Olian. and 
that since his manner of doing business 
w'as. to put it del irately, unorthodox. I 
w.is try'ing to find out why tiiere had been 
a derision in his favor. The answer to 
dial, he loM me. sv:is nntic of my damned 
business. The Alien Property reronls 
dealing with this matter and h^s own de- 
vision were secrets of state into which 
the press had no right to inquire. 

As has liccn intimated. Olian is noted 
lor his highly individual approach to 
gtivc-iumcnt matters. Take his conviction 
bchirc the French court. He did not 
Iwithcr !♦! .'ippeal the verdict, (iisicad. two 
years later, he filcxl what- is cuphcmisii- 
tally called an “inlomtal" apircal which 
omslsted of an offer of W) mitlion 
francs, roughly $120,000. tn go in the 
special diarity nf the public official w*hn 
w*ouI(f succeed in taking the conviction 
off the txxiks. 

Hard at he is in Imsiiicss. Olian can 
l>c stirmi by a cluiriiablc appeal, even 
though the single charity to wliich he 
toiitrilmted was the one nearest the heart 
of the wife of the Italian premier. This 
was a home for inutil.'iied children of 
war (n which iie gave one million dollars. 
The major (lortion of his gift was in 
real estate. He bad taken ‘iver ilic X'illa 
NcgToiii-Mortisini nc.ar Milan in pay- 
ment of a business debt and had tried 
to turn it into a gambling casino. When 
this idea tvas trownial U]>o)) he turned 



.. over to Sigiiom De Gasperi's favorite... 
charity. There W'as some son of vague 
undentanding that his generosity was to 
be recjignizcd with a passport. There was 
some unplcasanuic*ss over which should 
come .first, charity or its reward, but this 
was cscmually ironed out. Olian's char- 
ity brought him so close to^taly's first 
family d\at the premier's son-in-bv be- 
came his business associate. 

In fairness to Italy's rigidly honest and 
able premier, the close connection be- 
tween Olian and his son-in-law is a 
source nf keen ctnbarrassmenc and De 
Casperi has tried to keep the pair apart. 

Since the end of the %var Olian has 
limited himself to business deab which, 
if not quite legitimate, arc at least legal. 

His fim appearance in the motion pic- 
ture industry in whicl« he has since be- 
come a potent figure, was as backer nf 
an American production: The Hark 
Hoad, filmed in Italy and released here * 
by Republic Pictures. The financing of 
some ul his picture deals has been sim- 
plicity itselL At i*c time all the cam in gs . 
of American Bhu tompanics in Italy were 
blocked. This meant that their money 
was tied up in lulian banks. The funds 
only could be released if they were used 
for film production in Italy. It was Coov 
mon pr.:aicc on inccruaiional money ex- 
changes for major .American studios tn 
pay a 30 percent premium to obuin their 
release. An Olian stoom draws up a con- 
tract with a major studio, calling for the 
produaion of a film in Italy with die 
use of blocked Jiie to the equivalent of. 
say $1,500,000. As a guarantee of comple- 
tion of contract. Olian hands the studio 
a check for one intllion dollars. As soon 
as the funds have changed hands both 
sides te:ir up their contracts. The studio 
has the million for which it paid the 
normal 30 percent premium. Olian has 
his million back plus a profit of $300,000 
which he invests in the picture. As a criuc 
who has seen Olian-backed films. I must 
(onfess that I find hu deals far more ' 
interesting titan any of his piaunx 

Another deal pulled by Olian was pris- 
tine in its profit-making simplicity, 
(hough it left a chain of more or less 
serious complications in its wake. For 
a while it threatened to put a crimp in 
our pbns (or building a NATO army, 
it did set our various intelligence agencies 
back nn their heels because they didn’t 
'find out about it unlit it was too late, 
ft dealt with forty-one Shennau. unks . .. 
which the United Suics Kad fpvcn lutv 
as a port <tf its program u> build up the 
armies of its Western Alliev One of 
Olian's cumpatiies. assisted by some of 
his Micial and charitable contacts, man- 
aged to have these vehicles derlart^d 
"wrecks" and purchased them from the 
Italian ,-Vrmy as scrap for a price of about 
$1,600 a vcIiicJe. He immediately resold 
them to Israel for a reported $30,000 
apiece. w> that by a mere paper transfer, 
Olian had made fi»r himscli a profit of 
$2.IMK).00(). This transaction took plare 
while Italy's able Minister of Defenk; 
was in ^Vashi^gt♦ln making an urgent rr- 
quest for tanks so that he could build up 
his armored forces. 

Jt was. naturally, oust embanassing 
for the Defense Sliiiister to discover, s 
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when he returned hnine. that hU ariitorcd nude his u^ri*eiiu.'iii with AVcIles. Othello kurihcr complicitc Olian's international 

forces were even weaker than he had still was not completed. The paning of iMtsitiuo. while tioing business with the 

thought. He ordered an immedratc in- ihcM: amiable companions wgs ines'itable Vichy government, he helped Boance the 

vcstigatifin into the affair and learned Irccause the chief lacet in Welles' genius French resistance movement) he w*as 

that at that very moment the unis were is his ability to run through a bankroll. granted a uatelcss.pcrson certiHcatc. The 

being loaded aboard a specially chartered his own included. Recently, walking jkiI ice gave him a rnrfa </i sogiomo per- 

freighter in the harbor of Civiuvccchia. through the lobby of the Excehior Ho- milling him to remain in luly indefi- 

Hc sequestered U>th the vessel and its tel, one of the true ermsmaJs of (he ititcly. Shortly thereafter, he added 

cargo on the spot and ordered the tanks world, 1 saw Welles and Olian in a Italian nationality to his long list when 

brought back into the army deptts. This heated, though thoroughly one-sided. he managed to wangle an Italian isacs- 

action was considered very higVhandcd. discussion. What the Russian luokroU port lor himself and for a Latvian Com- 

indecd. because Oliati’s crtmpaiiy had a was angrily shouting, while not clearly munist friend of his. .\|1 this, according 

valid contract with the Amtv and Israel audible in the sircci. could Ik' over- to Italian regulations, was highly irregu- 

had a valid contract with dlian's com- heard by annnie in the Inl>by. He made lar and certain voices rose in anger. One 

pany. The Upshot of the matter teas that a point of calling W'eUc-s a fool, dwel- such voice was Rcaliiio Carbone. pul>- 

the Defense Minuter saved the uiiiks but ling on the reasons, white the .cm- lishcr of Momcnto-Scra. a Rome after- 

had a $j00,000 damage claim slapped barrassed actor-director tried des|X’rately no«m ilaily. Olian's passport was quietly 

on him by ilie Israel govcmincnL A lunc- to mollify him with: "Tu as rehon. lifted, hut his friend had already used 

lionary in the Israel minisU'y in Rome Mirhrt.*’ You arc right. Michel. his tt> get out of die country. The chief 

informed nte that 80 |<erccnt of their ^ On the whole Olian continues to l>c of |K>lite ol Rome who had issued the 

claim has been paid Whether Olian rc- '^thc idol of the distaH side of the inter- pavspons was asked to justify his aaiorn 

ceived 2 nf compensation as a result of national set. even though his experiences in writing. His explanation was simple, 

loss of pfofiu is not a matter of record. with them have not been uniformly It was a spy |uu|>ort. issued at the request * 

Ultan’s closest frictnls in Italy arc Don happy. The girl to whom he was most /(of the chid of the Italian Corps of Ma- 

(^irh» Cnoeclii. an Italian priest, and deeply attached was a raven-hatred, sultry I rinc Intelligence. 

(inunicss Waliy Castcibarco. aaughtcr of Italian beauty w’iih (lashing bbek eyes. 

Anum Toscanini. He rented her flat a young channer some tniny years his Exaaly how much Olian U worth todav 

at 2 tl Via Durini in Milan, fora reput^ ju.iior. He set aside in Parioli. Rome's difHiiilt to judge accurately. In lulv 
SI 0 ,(HX >3 year. His present rcsnlcncc in plushtcsi quarter, a ustefully lurnished where he made a single casli <lq>oiit of 

Rome U Villa .Nfadama. a sixteenth- apartment for the woman and her baby S^jitio.ooO. bankers pat his worth at 510 

icmuty juLue desigM by the great daughter Ixtrti of a pretious union with million. Olian's own estimate goes as 

Rcuaimftoe artist Rjto^el. winch he an Aincrictn air force *apt.nin. Tliis 3 ^ ^kh) niilliftii. It is probable that 

renu frmn Countess Krasso. charming arrangement etniured until ihe truth lies somewhere between these. 

M imeriMtJ^l gadd^. Tim alnitlc Qh'aii one day | aid an uncxiKTtcd visit exirtntts. When I was in Genets recently. 

Mr. OlrtH pnetigW a ncxt-tliKir p„d fouml li-rcnieriaiiiiiiga former higli \ stayed at the Hotel dcs litres which 

^ ^ ne^l^ to my villa tm Monte Marm. Uniietl Slates olllcial. The cmbarriuing was Olian's home and office during his 

2 V-. ■ thr»>w away. F«»r tliis 1 am encounter ruptured the seniimcnial proBiabk- war years. The director of the 

V ! • gtuieful since it made cov- btinds between tlu ni. The girl packed the ht»iel told me. **l thm'l know loo much 

of I*'*' ’^ory almost a foot assign- furniture and. assisted by her new pro- alnmi liU business. Kui I do know tltat he 

tccu»r. moved i;i a hornc of her tiwn spent thousand-fninc notes ($ 230 ) faster 

. m tho»»sing. When Olian heard that ihe than my ordinary guests spent franc 

* today. Olian is a dominant figure in furniture w-as gone he literally hit the pieces. Of course, this behavior on hb 

the lulian inoii<»n-picture industry, in ceiling. The furniture, he shouted, is part nude him stand out as a person who 

size scciind only to HoUywotxI. He was mine. No. replied the girl, it's mine be* was. to put it delicately, not acting in the 

attracted to this tusincss, about which cause you gave it to me and c\ra i f you very bcsttauc. since many of our country- 

lie knew nothing a few years ago. be- didn't give it to me. I am keeping it men. es|x:cially those depending on the 

lause he likes ‘the charming conipany bccatisc I gave you the best two years tourist trade, were in very poor dreum- 

of the |xm|>lc in it. For a time Mike nf my life. This cv'idently was a sound, stances. J remember on one occasion some 
Frankowitih and his wife. Binnic Hames. argument and Olian gave her a cheek for |>oliie oliiccn asked me to open hii safety 

were his tnse|MrabL' OHn|>anionv Tlien 2 million lire, about $3,300. With true deposit Ixtx. I told them that I could not 

Orson \Vcllcs rcplrced them, llie one- Latin shrewdness, the girl had her maid do so unless they had a court order. They 

lime ImW genius sisiictl Villa Madaina cndorM; the check, cashed it aii<l then reiuriietl alio it a month later with the 

foi tlimier one night and expbincti that told Olian dial he still could mn have his order, hut of course, by that time. Olian 

he Was just finishing a film. Othrllo. in furniture because slic had not Ixxn paid had cleaned it out.** 

■ which Ilf was U»ih die star ami clire.-ior. for it. The riKikctl millionaire let oui Lately Olian has begun pulling in his 
Five shooting clays w’crc left but. unlor- tm aiiguishi.*d scream and hurried to the horns. His night life is considerably 

lunaiely. no funds were available. If CrinJint Courts where he filed charges quieter, and his hu»ineis affairs more 

Olian w'otild put up the $3.^ .000 necessary against her. nearly nonnal. None of it. though, has 

In BniJi the picture, he would gladly Olian has changed his liaiinnaliiy as lirought him peace of mind. He w^ks as 
gr.nu him first recoup righLs in Engbnd lightly a.s some |>cnpic change a suit of though sntnvoiic were continually ihad- 

and the United States plus a .*>0 |ierccm clothes. Knowing that eventually he owing hiiiu He has a ^lositivc dread of 

genenl ownership- T1u.s dinner brought would either liave to pay the Swiss gov- being alone. One of his conBcbntcs rc- 

Or><in not only a backer but a home as cmmeni or be thrown out. the good uonml that Olian couldn't fall asleep un- 
well. lK‘c au*ic lie moved into the Villa Tovarisch. on February 19. 1946, secured levs she held his ImiuI. When he rented 

Macbma and Mavetl (or a year. Olian and a l.atvian pass|K)rt. .Since the short-lived the Villa Madaina from Countess Di 

Welles mailc a gay pair in Rome's night Re|)ul)Iir of Latvia li.id IxxMi gobblccl up Frjsso he received with it Luigi, a uil- 

Ilfe, A buirite anmvcment was the Flor- by Russia six years liefore and since it is coat butler of impeccable manner. Under 

idaClub. a K-girl joint where soiled doves known that Kuveir. docs not issue these the Olian influeticc this butler is apt to 

gei a pmcnutge on what they induce a documents ligliily, it gave rise 10 the sui- receive visitois in his shirt-*lcx:vei, pour 

lustontcr to iln'nk and are one step abos'c nicion that Olian had entered into a clrinksforthctnancloiicfnrhimself.Frc- 

iheir streviwalkiiig sisters. The enormous 1 ) fresh alliance. Italian Intelligence Serv- quendv. when Olian's guests argue, Luigi 

labs |»yid hy Olian made him the nut- U ice files cover this |Hiiiit with: “Olian has will Jom in. 

siaiiditig favorite of ImuIi the proprietors 4 been indicated by many authoritative Friends report that Olian is becoming 
and '• arc onimiKla ling employes. t)f ten wuirces. such as Senator Falk, as l>cing an lestlcss again, and that he is casting 

. itf c'«^uit>g. ul ter Ushering g*»vemmcnt agent of the Russian secret sen ire.” Once an >und for anuthor country in which to 

I. laU church dignitaries and oilier im- in Italy he rcncmnccxl his l^itvfati pass- reside. One of ihem suggested that he go 

|M<rtani gucsu out of Villa .Madaina. he ixirt and with the help <d a MWia^isi nieni- to the United Scales. 

would Usher in a selected griiup of as ber of the Ohaiubcr ol De[>uitcs named “1 will never go ihcre.” Michel QlUn > t.> 

many as fifteen Fh*rida Club lovelies. Dugone. whnm he met through a French said, raising his lip in a sneer. **It b a 

One year and S200.000 after Olian had rcrsiscamc leader named Hirsch (to country of gangsters."— Michael Stem ‘ 
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